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INTRODUCTION 


This  pamphlet  is  especially  arranged  for  Public 
Novenas  in  honor  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  and 
St.  Bernadette,  but  is  also  intended  for  private 
devotion. 

The  prayers  consist  mostly  of  the  beautiful 
prayers  recited  by  the  Pilgrims  at  Lourdes. 

The  Lourdes  hymn  is  reproduced  at  consider- 
able length,  because  it  helps  to  recapture  the 
spirit  of  Lourdes. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  Father 
conducting  the  Novena  is  encouraged  to  change 
the  order  of  prayers  and  make  any  innovations 
that  may  aid  devotion.  We  offer  this  Novena  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  in  even  a small  way,  stimu- 
late greater  devotion  to  Our  Lady  and  St.  Berna- 
dette. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  OPENING  HYMN 

People  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  come  to 
Lourdes.  Many  of  you  who  are  making  this 
Novena  have  been  there,  and  have  heard  the 
Lourdes  hymn  sung  in  a myriad  of  tongues. 
Many  of  you  may  one  day  go  to  Lourdes  and 
will  join  the  countless  other  pilgrims  in  singing 
this  theme  song  of  Lourdes. 

Walter  Sullivan,  C.S.P. 
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THE  NOVENA  SERVICE 


(STAND) 

(Number  of  verses,  manner  of  singing,  etc.,  announced 
by  Father  conducting  the  Novena) 

The  Lourdes  Hymn 

1.  Immaculate  Mary,  our  hearts  are  on  fire; 
That  title  so  wondrous  fills  all  our  desire. 

Chorus 

Ave!  Ave!  Ave  Maria!  Ave!  Ave  Maria! 

2.  We  pray  for  our  Mother,  the  Church  upon 
earth, 

And  bless,  sweetest  Lady,  the  land  of  our 
birth. 

3.  We  pray  for  God’s  glory,  may  His  king- 
dom come. 

We  pray  for  His  Vicar,  our  Father  in 
Rome. 

4.  0 bless  us,  dear  Lady,  with  blessings  from 
Heaven, 

And  to  our  petitions  let  answer  be  given. 

5.  We  pray  for  all  sinners  and  souls  that  now 
stray 

From  Jesus  and  Mary  in  heresy’s  way. 
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6.  For  poor,  sick,  afflicted,  Thy  mercy  we 
crave; 

And  comfort  the  dying,  Thou  light  of  the 
grave! 

(other  stanzas  on  page  26) 

(KNEEL) 

Priest:  In  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the 
Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray. 

For  Light 

People.  0 Holy  Spirit  of  God,  take  me  as 
Your  disciple;  guide  me,  illuminate  me,  sanc- 
tify me.  Bind  my  hands  that  they  may  do  no 
evil;  cover  my  eyes  that  they  may  see  it  no 
more;  sanctify  my  heart  that  evil  may  not 
dwell  within  me.  Be  my  God,  be  my  guide. 
Wherever  You  lead  me,  I will  go;  whatever 
You  forbid  me,  I will  renounce;  and  what- 
ever You  command  me,  in  Your  strength  1 
will  do.  Lead  me,  then,  to  the  fullness  of 
truth. 

For  Peace 

l}eople  Lord  make  me  an  instrument  of 
Your  peace;  where  there  is  hatred,  let  me  sow 
love;  where  there  is  injury,  pardon;  where 
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there  is  doubt,  faith;  where  there  is  despair, 
hope;  where  there  is  darkness,  light;  and 
where  there  is  sadness,  joy. 

0 Divine  Master,  grant  that  I may  not  so 
much  seek  to  be  consoled  as  to  console;  to 
be  understood,  as  to  understand;  to  be  loved, 
as  to  love;  for  it  is  in  giving  that  we  receive, 
it  is  in  pardoning  that  we  are  pardoned,  and 
it  is  in  dying  that  we  are  born  to  eternal  life. 

To  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 

People  0 ever  immaculate  Virgin,  Mother 
of  Mercy,  health  of  the  sick,  refuge  of  sin- 
ners, comfort  of  the  afflicted,  you  know  my 
wants,  my  troubles,  my  sufferings:  deign  to 
cast  upon  me  a look  of  mercy.  By  appear- 
ing in  the  Grotto  of  Lourdes,  you  were 
pleased  to  make  it  a privileged  sanctuary, 
from  which  you  dispensed  your  favors,  and 
already  many  sufferers  have  obtained  the 
cure  of  their  infirmities,  both  spiritual  and 
corporal. 

1 come,  therefore,  with  the  most  unbounded 
confidence  to  ask  for  your  maternal  prayers. 
Obtain,  0 loving  Mother,  the  grant  of  my 
requests.  Through  gratitude  for  your  favors, 
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I will  endeavor  to  imitate  your  virtues,  that 
I may  one  day  share  your  glory.  Amen. 

To  Bernadette 

St.  Bernadette,  pure  and  simple 
child,  you  who  were  privileged  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  Mary  Immaculate  and  to  receive 
her  confidence  many  times  at  Lourdes;  you 
who  did  desire  from  then  on  to  hide  yourself 
in  the  cloister  at  Nevers  and  there  live  and 
die  as  a victim  of  sinners,  obtain  for  us  that 
spirit  of  purity,  simplicity  and  mortification, 
which  will  lead  us  also  to  the  glorious  vision 
of  God  and  of  Mary  in  Heaven. 

For  Health 

Blessed  be  the  Holy  and  Immacu- 
late Conception  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
Mother  of  God! 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  pray  for  us! 

Mother,  have  mercy  on  us! 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  heal  us  for  the 
greater  glory  of  the  Holy  Trinity! 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  heal  us  for  the  Con- 
version of  Sinners! 

Health  of  the  sick,  pray  for  us. 
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Help  of  the  suffering,  pray  for  us! 

0 Mary  conceived  without  sin,  pray  for  us 
who  have  recourse  to  thee. 

( Bless  with  Lourdes  Water  and  relic  of 
Bernadette.) 


Memorarc 

People  Remember,  0 most  gracious  Vir- 
gin Mary,  that  never  was  it  known  that  any- 
one who  fled  to  your  protection,  implored 
your  help  or  sought  your  intercession,  was 
left  unaided.  Inspired  with  this  confidence, 
we  fly  to  you,  0 Virgin  of  Virgins,  our 
Mother:  to  you  we  come;  before  you  we 
kneel  sinful  and  sorrowful.  0 Mother  of  the 
Word  Incarnate,  despise  not  our  petitions, 
but  in  your  clemency  hear  and  answer  them. 
Amen. 

For  Faith 

Dear  God,  bring  the  Faith  to  our 
beloved  country.  It  was  once  a virgin  land 
wherein  the  only  praise  was  that  of  the  mur- 
mur of  the  Mass  on  the  shores,  the  hills  and 
the  prairies.  Zealous  priests  and  explorers 
claimed  it  for  You,  giving  Your  Holy  Name 
to  its  rivers,  lakes  and  cities.  From  east  to 
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west  they  traveled,  from  mission  to  mission, 
from  Mass  to  Mass  until  the  land  was  en- 
circled by  prayer  and  gave  of  its  bounty  to 
Your  glory.  And  now  it  is  dedicated  to  Your 
Immaculate  Mother.  May  she  find  America 
again,  as  she  once  found  the  lost  Child  Jesus 
in  the  temple.  May  she  touch  the  hearts  of 
our  people,  disposing  them  to  receive  the 
ancient  faith,  and  thus  showing  them  the 
things  that  are  to  their  peace.  We  ask  this  of 
You  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Prayer  for  Each  Day 

(Special  Prayers  for  each  day  of  the  Novena  are  found 
on  page  21) 

(STAND) 

Hymn  to  the  Holy  Spirit 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  Creator  blest, 

And  in  our  hearts  take  up  Thy  rest; 

Come,  with  Thy  grace  and  heavenly  aid, 
||To  fill  the  hearts  which  Thou  hast  made.|| 

0 Comforter,  to  Thee  we  cry; 

Thou  heavenly  Gift  of  God  Most  High; 

Thou  Fount  of  life  and  Fire  of  love, 

| [And  sweet  anointing  from  above. |j 


— 12  — 


(SIT) 


Announcements 

Sermon 

Hymn 

(STAND) 

Hail!  Holy  Queen,  Enthroned  Above 

Hail,  holy  Queen,  enthroned  above, 

0 Maria! 

Hail,  Mother  of  Mercy  and  of  love! 

0 Maria! 

( Chorus) 

Triumph,  all  ye  Cherubim, 

Sing  with  us,  ye  Seraphim, 

Heav’n  and  earth  resound  the  hymn: 
Salve,  salve,  salve  Regina! 

Our  life,  our  sweetness  here  below, 

0 Maria! 

Our  hope  in  sorrow  and  in  woe, 

0 Maria! 

( Chorus) 

Triumph,  all  ye  Cherubim, 

Sing  with  us,  ye  Seraphim, 

Heav’n  and  earth  resound  the  hymn: 
Salve,  salve,  salve  Regina! 
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CONCLUDING  PRAYERS 


Prayers  Used  at  Lourdes 

Lord,  we  adore  You! 

Lord,  we  believe  in  You! 

Lord,  we  hope  in  You! 

Lord,  we  love  You! 

0 Jesus,  You  are  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
Living  God! 

You  are  the  bread  which  comes  from  Heaven! 
Your  Flesh  is  meat  indeed! 

Your  Blood  is  drink  indeed! 

Lord,  if  You  will  You  can  make  me  whole! 
Lord,  may  Your  Holy  Will  be  done! 

0 Mary,  Health  of  the  Sick,  pray  for  us! 

0 Mary,  conceived  without  sin,  pray  for  us 
who  have  recourse  to  you! 

Queen  of  peace,  pray  for  us! 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  bless  the  Pope,  Vicar 
of  Christ! 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  bless  our  country! 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  obtain  for  us  holy 
Priests! 

Saint  Bernadette,  pray  for  us! 

Lord,  we  adore  You! 

Lord,  we  bless  You! 

Praise  the  Lord,  all  you  people  of  the  earth! 
Amen. 
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Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 


0 Salutaris  Hostia, 

Quae  coeli  pandis  ostium 

Bella  premunt  hostilia, 

Da  robur,  fer  auxilium. 

Uni  trinoque  Domino, 

Sit  sempiterna  gloria: 

Qui  vitam  sine  termino, 

Nobis  donet  in  patria. 

Tantum  ergo  Sacramen- 
tum 

Veneremur  cernui: 

Et  antiquum  documen- 
tum 

Novo  cedat  ritui: 

Praestet  fides  supple- 
mentum 

Sensuum  defectui. 


0 saving  Victim,  open- 
ing wide 

The  gate  of  heav’n  to 
man  below! 

Our  foes  press  on  from 
every  side: 

Thine  aid  supply,  Thy 
strength  bestow. 

To  Thy  great  Name  be 
endless  praise, 

Immortal  Godhead,  One 
in  Three; 

Oh,  grant  us  endless 
length  of  days. 

In  our  true  native  land 
with  Thee. 

Lowly  bending,  deep 
adoring, 

Lo,  the  Sacrament  we 
hail! 

Types  and  shadows  have 
their  ending, 

Newer  rites  of  grace 
prevail ; 

Faith  for  all  defects 
supplying 

Where  the  feeble  senses 
fail. 
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Genitori  Genitoque 

Laus  et  jubilatio: 

Salus,  honor,  virtus 
quoque 

Sit  et  benedictio: 
Procedenti  ab  utroque 

Compar  sit  laudatio. 

Priest : Panem  de  coelo 
praestitisti  eis. 

People : Omne  delecta- 
mentum  in  se  haben- 
tem. 

Priest : Deus,  qui  nobis 
sub  Sacramento  mirabili 
passionis  tuae  memor- 
iam  reliquisti : tribue, 

quaesumus;  ita  nos  Cor- 
poris et  Sanguinis  tui 
sacra  mysteria  venerari, 
ut  Redemptionis  tuae 
fructum  in  nobis  jugiter 
sentiamus.  Qui  vivis  et 
regnas  in  saecula  saecu- 
lorum.  Amen. 


Glory,  honor,  might,  do- 
minion, 

Be  unto  our  God  most 
high; 

To  the  Father,  Son  and 
Spirit, 

Ever  blessed  Trinity, 

Praise  be  given,  and 
power  eternal 

Unto  all  eternity. 

You  have  given  them 
bread  from  heaven. 

Having  in  itself  all 
sweetness  and  light. 

Priest : 0 God,  Who 
has  left  us  in  this  won- 
derful Sacrament  a per- 
petual memorial  of  Your 
Passion : grant  us,  we 
ask  of  You,  so  to  rever- 
ence the  Sacred  Myster- 
ies of  Your  Body  and 
Blood,  that  we  may  con- 
tinually find  in  our 
souls  the  fruit  of  Your 
Redemption.  You  Who 
live  and  reign  world 
without  end.  Amen. 
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(STAND) 


Hymn 

Holy  God 

(TE  DEUM,  Translated  by  Rev.  Clarence  Walworth,  C.S.P.) 

Holy  God,  we  praise  Thy  Name 
Lord  of  all,  we  bow  before  Thee; 

All  on  earth  Thy  scepter  claim, 

All  in  Heaven  above,  adore  Thee, 
Infinite  Thy  vast  domain, 

Everlasting  is  Thy  reign. 

Infinite  Thy  vast  domain. 

Everlasting  is  Thy  reign. 

Hark!  the  loud  celestial  hymn, 

Angel  choirs  above  are  singing! 
Cherubim  and  Seraphim, 

In  unceasing  chorus  praising; 

Fill  the  Heavens  with  sweet  accord, 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord. 

Fill  the  Heavens  with  sweet  accord, 
Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord. 
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Prayers  for  Each  Day  of  the  Novena 

First  Day* 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  virgin  most  power- 
ful, listen  to  the  prayers  of  the  whole  Catholic 
world,  crush  the  pride  of  those  unfortunate 
men,  who  in  their  insolence,  blaspheme  Al- 
mighty God,  and  would  destroy  His  Church. 
Let  it  be  seen  once  more,  that  when  you  arise 
to  protect  the  Church,  her  victory  is  sure. 
Amen. 

Second  Day: 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  most  holy  and  Im- 
maculate Virgin  Mary,  our  tender  Mother, 
and  mighty  Help  of  Christians,  we  dedicate 
ourselves  wholly  to  your  love  and  holy  serv- 
ice. We  dedicate  to  you  our  minds  and  all 
our  thoughts,  our  hearts  and  all  our  affec- 
tions, our  bodies  and  all  our  senses  and  all 
our  strength.  We  promise  to  labor  for  the 
greater  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of 
souls.  Amen. 

Third  Day: 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  make  intercession 
for  the  Holy  Church,  protect  our  Holy  Father, 
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the  Pope,  help  all  those  who  call  on  you  in 
their  necessities,  and  since  you  are  the  ever 
Virgin  Mary  and  Mother  of  the  true  God, 
obtain  for  us  from  your  most  holy  Son  the 
grace  of  keeping  our  faith,  our  hope,  and  our 
charity  and  also  the  gift  of  final  perseverance. 
Amen. 

Fourth  Day* 

Blessed  be  the  Holy  and  Immaculate  Con- 
ception of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  Mother 
of  God.  Holy  Mary,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes, 
be  a help  to  the  helpless,  a strength  to  the 
fearful,  comfort  to  the  sorrowful.  Pray  for 
the  people,  plead  for  the  clergy,  intercede  for 
all  holy  women  consecrated  to  God.  May  all 
who  remember  you  feel  the  might  of  your 
help.  Amen. 

Fifth  Day: 

Grant  us,  Your  servants,  we  beseech  You, 
0 Lord  God,  that  we  may  rejoice  in  con- 
tinual health  of  mind  and  body;  and,  by  the 
glorious  intercession  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes, 
may  we  be  delivered  from  present  sadness 
and  enter  into  the  joy  of  Your  eternal  glad- 
ness. Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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Sixth  Day* 


You  are  my  Mother  0 Immaculate  Lady 
of  Lourdes;  keep  me  safe  lest  I ever  offend 
your  dear  Son.  And  obtain  for  me  the  grace 
to  please  Him  always  and  in  all  things.  Amen. 

Seventh  Day: 

With  confidence  we  come  to  you,  Blessed 
Lady  of  Lourdes.  Through  you,  we  want  to 
thank  Almighty  God  for  the  priceless  gift  of 
faith  which  He  has  bestowed  upon  us.  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes,  reconciler  of  sinners,  pray 
without  ceasing  for  us  who  have  recourse  to 
you. 

Eighth  Day: 

0 Mary,  you  who  rejoice  in  the  celebration 
of  so  many  Masses  each  day  at  Lourdes,  give 
us  a greater  love  and  a better  appreciation  of 
the  Mass.  Teach  us  also  to  be  faithful  in 
visiting  Jesus  in  the  Blessed  Sacrament. 

Ninth  Day: 

Now,  at  the  conclusion  of  our  novena,  we 
again  make  known  to  you,  0 Blessed  Lady  of 
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Lourdes,  our  needs.  We  ask  you  to  continue 
to  plead  for  us,  before  the  throne  of  your 
Divine  Son.  With  confidence,  we  leave  our 
requests  in  your  keeping,  for  we  know  that 
no  one  ever  sought  your  aid  in  vain. 


Other  Hymns 

Hail,  Queen  of  Heaven 

Hail,  Queen  of  heav’n  the  ocean  star, 

Guide  of  the  wanderer  here  below, 

Thrown  on  life’s  surge,  we  claim  thy  care, 
Save  us  from  peril  and  from  woe. 

Mother  of  Christ,  Star  of  the  Sea, 

Pray  for  the  wanderer,  pray  for  me. 

0 gentle,  chaste,  and  spotless  Maid, 

We  sinners  make  our  pray’rs  thru’  thee; 
Remind  thy  Son  that  He  has  paid 
The  price  of  our  iniquity. 

Virgin,  most  pure,  Star  of  the  Sea, 

Pray  for  the  sinner,  pray  for  me. 
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The  Lourdes  "Ave  Maria’’ 


(Sung  to  the  tune  of  Immaculate  Mary , Our  Hearts  Are 
on  Fire.) 

1.  The  bells  of  the  Angelus 
Are  calling  to  pray, 

In  sweet  tones  announcing 
The  Sacred  Ave. 

Ave,  Ave,  Ave  Maria, 

Ave,  Ave,  Ave  Maria. 

2.  An  Angel  of  Mercy 
Led  Bernadette’s  feet, 

Where  flows  the  deep  torrent 
Our  Lady  to  greet. 

3.  Then  rose  on  a sudden 
A wind  strong  and  wild, 

The  hour  of  grace  coming 
Made  known  to  the  child. 

4.  On  Massabielle 
With  wondering  eyes, 

She  saw  in  her  glory 
The  morning  star  rise. 
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5.  A face  bright  with  sweetness 
All  burning  with  love, 

And  shining  clouds  round  her 
From  Heaven  above. 

6.  Upon  her  a glory 

From  God  was  displayed, 

As  smiling  she  murmured, 
“Child  be  not  afraid!” 

7.  She  wore  a robe  whiter 
Than  lily-flower’s  hue, 

Her  waist  was  encircled 
With  Heaven’s  own  blue. 

8.  A Golden  rose  crowneth 
Her  virginal  feet, 

From  meadows  of  paradise 
Fragrant  and  sweet. 

9.  A Rosary  shining 
With  silvery  sheen 
Marks  gentle  each  Ave 
Her  fingers  between. 

10.  With  heart  palpitating 
And  soul  wrapt  away, 

The  happy  child — softly 
Repeated:  Ave. 
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THE  STORY  OF  LOURDES 


How  It  All  Began 

It  was  the  best  of  times  and  the  worst  of 
times.  Pius  IX  was  Supreme  Pontiff  and  he 
had  but  recently  proclaimed  the  doctrine  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception. 

James  Buchanan  was  President  of  the 
United  States,  Douglas  was  debating  with 
Lincoln,  Robert  E.  Lee  was  superintendent 
of  West  Point  and  the  Civil  War  was  only 
three  years  away. 

Victoria  was  Queen  of  England  and  would 
yet  be  Empress  of  India.  Nicholas  was  Czar 
of  Russia  and  the  great  Russian  writer, 
Dostoyevsky,  had  returned  from  Siberia. 

Napoleon  III  was  Emperor  of  France  and 
the  Franco-Prussian  war  was  a dozen  years 
into  the  future. 

While  all  these  people  were  making  head- 
lines, a little  girl  in  a small  town  in  the 
French  Pyrenees  was  having  her  own  troubles. 
Her  name  was  Bernadette  Soubirous. 

It  was  the  Thursday  before  Ash  Wednes- 
day in  1858.  The  day  was  cold  and  the 
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weather  threatening.  After  dinner  the  lire 
had  gone  out  in  their  miserable  hovel  and 
Bernadette’s  mother,  Madam  Louis  Sou- 
birous,  was  in  a foul  mood.  Bernadette 
gained  her  mother’s  permission  to  go  down 
by  the  Gave  river  in  search  of  firewood. 
Antoinette,  her  sister,  age  11J4,  and  a neigh- 
bor, Jeanne  Abadie,  age  14,  accompanied  her. 
As  Bernadette  approached  the  Massabielle,  a 
massive  rock  structure,  little  did  she  suspect 
that  she  was  destined  to  effect  the  lives  of 
millions  of  people  and  generations  yet  un- 
born. 

During  this  Novena  you  will  hear  and  pos- 
sibly read  about  and  surely  meditate  upon 
the  marvelous  story  of  the  Lady  in  White  and 
her  message  to  Bernadette. 

Lourdes  is  clinical.  The  remarkable  things 
that  have  occurred  there  are  verifiable.  Doc- 
tor Alexis  Carrel,  a scientist,  who  won  the 
Nobel  Prize,  has  testified  to  a miracle  which 
he  witnessed  with  his  own  eyes  at  Lourdes. 
We  find  this  testimony  in  his  excellent  book, 
The  Voyage  to  Lourdes . The  doctor  in  the 
story  is  named,  Lerrac,  which  is  Carrel 
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spelled  backwards.  Let  him  speak  for  him- 
self: 1 

Most  doctors  were  so  fearful  for  their  own 
prestige  that  even  when  they  had  been  to 
Lourdes  and  seen  for  themselves  they  did  not 
dare  admit  it.  In  the  Lourdes  registry  of 
visitors,  Lerrac  had  noticed  the  names  of  sev- 
eral of  his  colleagues,  some  of  them  personal 
friends  of  his,  who,  when  he  had  spoken  to 
them  at  Lourdes,  had  pretended  to  know  noth- 
ing about  it  and  never  to  have  been  there. 
They  were  afraid  that  if  they  showed  any 
interest,  they  would  be  taken  for  bigots  or 
fools. 

Though  Lerrac  himself  was  embarrassed  at 
being  involved  in  a miracle,  he  was  far  too 
proud  to  evade  his  responsibility.  He  deter- 
mined to  follow  it  through,  no  matter  what  it 
might  cost  him. 

Now  he%  was  alone  and  in  darkness.  Intel- 
lectual systems  no  longer  seemed  to  count. 
In  the  face  of  life  and  death,  mere  theories 
were  void.  It  was  not  science  that  nourished 
the  inner  life  of  man;  it  was  the  faith  of  the 
soul. 

He  climbed  the  steps  in  the  glitter  of  lights 
and  the  gleam  of  gold,  while  the  organ 
boomed  and  a thousand  voices  chanted.  He 

1 Carrell,  Alexis,  The  Voyage  To  Lourdes , (Harper 
& Bros.,  New  York,  1950.) 
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sat  down  on  a chair  at  the  back  of  the  church 
near  an  old  peasant.  For  a long  time  he  sat 
there  motionless,  his  hands  over  his  face, 
listening  to  the  hymns.  And  this  was  the 
prayer  he  found  himself  saying: 

Gentle  Virgin,  who  bringeth  help  to  the 
unfortunate  who  humbly  implore  Thee, 
keep  me  with  Thee . I believe  in  Thee. 
Thou  didst  answer  my  prayers  by  a blazing 
miracle.  1 am  still  blind  to  it,  I still  doubt. 
But  the  greatest  desire  of  my  life,  my  high - 
est  aspiration,  is  to  believe,  to  believe  pas- 
sionately, implicitly,  and  never  more  to 
analyze  and  doubt. 

Thy  name  is  more  gracious  than  the 
morning  sun.  Take  unto  Thyself  this  un- 
easy sinner  with  the  anxious  frown  and 
troubled  heart  who  has  exhausted  himself 
in  the  vain  pursuit  of  fantasies.  Beneath 
the  deep,  harsh  warnings  of  my  intellectual 
pride  a smothered  dream  persists.  Alas,  it 
is  still  only  a dream  but  the  most  enchant- 
ing of  them  all.  It  is  the  dream  of  believing 
in  Thee  and  of  loving  Thee  with  the  shining 
spirit  of  the  men  of  God . 
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